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translation into fact of that parity of rights that was granted to
Germany in December 1932.'1 In passing to the question of Italy's
own action in the international field, lie announced that 'Italy's
historical objectives are Asia and Africa, with which Italy is linked
by rapid means of communication'; and the concern which this
announcement caused in Turkey (though not, it seems, in Abyssinia)
was not allayed by the accompanying assurance to Italy's non-
European neighbours, 'near and far', that 'there3 was 'no question,
for Italy, of territorial conquests, but only of a spiritual and economic
expansion.'2 On the other hand, on the 6th October, 1934, Signer
Mussolini spoke of the Italo-French problem as being on the verge of
settlement; made an unmistakable gesture of friendship towards
Jugoslavia (in spite of the virulent war of words which was being
waged at the time in the Jugoslav and Italian Press) ;3 and made no
mention whatever either of Hungary or of treaty-revision.

The political settlement of accounts between Italy and France,
which was in fact to follow immediately after the turn of the calendar
year, had been anticipated, between the dates of Signer Mussolini's
two speeches aforementioned, by economic negotiations in Milan
during April 1934 and in Paris during May, which had resulted in the
removal of some of the existing restrictions upon Franco-Italian
trade. Thereafter, in September 1934, a French parliamentary
mission had played a prominent and a friendly part at the Levant
Fair at Ban; and the visit of an Italian air-squadron to Paris in June
1934 had been reciprocated by the visit of a French air-squadron to

1 See the Survey for 1932, pp. 288-9.

3 These passages in the speech evoked an inquiry at the Italian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs on the part of the Turkish Ambassador. The Ambassador "was
informed (according to a statement made in the Great National Assembly at
Angora by the Turkish Foreign Minister on the 5th April, 1934) that the
remarks did not apply to Turkey as, in Italian eyes, she was a European and
not an Asiatic state; and he also received a personal assurance to the same
effect from Signor Mussolini himself. Yet an abiding fear of possible Italian
ambitions at Turkey's expense may be divined in the subsequent course of
Turkish policy: for instance, in the Turkish eagerness to establish a united
front between the newly formed Balkan Group and the Little Entente, and in
the seven years' plan of increased expenditure on armaments upon which the
Turkish Government embarked on the 16th May, 1934. These Turkish defen-
sive gestures were certainly evoked by a fear of Italy and not by a fear of Ger-
many; and the unpleasant experience which fell to the lot of Albania, one of
Turkey's European 'successor states', in June 1934 showed that a certificate of
European-ness was not necessarily sufficient in itself to ensure a weak Near
Eastern country against receiving embarrassing Italian attentions. For the
visit of the first squadron of the Italian Adriatic Fleet to Durazzo without
invitation or forewarning, see the additional note following section D (i) of
this part of the present volume.

3 See pp. 556-7, 558, below.